THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“For as many as have sinned, without law shall also perish without 
law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law: 
(For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the docrs of the 
law shall be justified."—Romans 2: 12, 13. 
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WHAT IS MAN? 


Man is a being wonderfully constructed and endowed, affording in him- 
self the evidence of great wisdom and intelligence in the Creator who 
formed him, and gave him being on the earth. The creation of the earth 
also demonstrates a corresponding intelligence, in perfectly adapting the 
one to fully supply the wants of the other in all that could contribute to 
the development and happiness of man. 

The body of man when quickened by his living spirit became a living soul. 
The body was first formed, into which the spirit of man entered, giving 
life and power to act. By reason of these facts man is declared to be a 
dual being; made of two separate and distinct elements—the one being 
called temporal or material, the other spirit or spiritual. The one visible, 
the other invisible to human sight. 

In the study of humanity, or man, we must consider him in relation to 
boch of these fundamental principles by virtue of which he exists as an 
intelligent being, capable of development and duration; or in other words 
capable of acquiring a knowledge of things that are, and of that which is 
to be. 

To man was given dominion over the earth, and all things upon the face 
thereof. It is quite proper and reasonable that he should seek to become 
acquainted with what constitutes his dominion, and over which he was 
made ruler. Indeed it becomes the duty of man to study all that comes 
under the observation of his perceptive faculties,—of seeing, hearing, 
tasting, smelling and feeling; for it is through and by the exercise of his 
senses that man obtains knowledge of material things, created to make 
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him happy by satisfying every possible desire that could come to him by 
reason of his senses. 

Man’s legitimate field of study is to comprehend all the sciences and 
powers that belong to the earth in its creation and preservation for man; 
not only the effects of cold and heat, the change of the season so necessary 
to earth’s endurance in its productive powers but also the laws of attrac- _ 
tion, gravitation, cohesion and repulsion by virtue of which it maintains 
its proper relation to other worlds and spheres in the midst of which it 
moves with the utmost precision and harmony. 

All this belongs to man’s dominion, and all the knowledge he may 
acquire in this direction will be needed by him when he shall, like God 
his Father, do as he has done, enter upon the creative work necessary to 
provide for the wants of an endless posterity, such as worlds have been 
and yet must be created for, to the glory of God, and the immortality 
and eternal life of man who shall inhabit them. 

No student ever studied and appreciated the science of astronomy, no 
eye ever gazed upon the starry heavens, and witnessed the evolution of 
the worlds all in harmony, each moving in the circuit of its sphere as 
allotted to it by him who ordereth all things well, but has abundant 
evidence of a Creator-God, who is above all, in all and through all, that 
should satisfy the most ardent searcher of the eternal truth. 

Like one of old, every soul may well exclaim, “The heavens declare his 
glory and the firmament showeth forth his handi-work.” 

Intelligence is the glory of God, and the intelligence displayed in all his 
works is so far above the comprehension of man that man readily discerns 
the fact that God is an intelligent being, and that his children, though 
mortal here on earth, have a legal, undeniable right to aspire to become 
like him. 

It is perfectly in keeping with his eternal law, that intelligence should 
cleave to intelligence, light to light, and truth to truth, in all the relations 
that exist between man and Deity or verified man. 

In that which is visible man has sufficient evidence to demand of him 
faith in God, and he is left without excuse; and none the leasin that 
which is spiritual or invisible as we will attempt to show. 

Man became alienated from his maker by transgression of law. Failing 
to comply with his Father’s demands he was banished from his presence. 
This banishment or alienation came to all the posterity of Adam, but 
means were provided for man’s recovery of that which he had lost. 

A law of adoption was provided, by obedience to which he might become 
entitled to al) blessings of the Father’s kingdom, necessary for his spiritual 
welfare here, and a return to his presence hereafter. This law provided 
for the cleansing of man from sin, by being buried in water for the wash- 
ing away of sin, or cleansing of the person to that degree that the Spirit 
of God could dwell with him, for it will not dwell in unholy temples. As 
water is the element ordained of God for cleansing, as manifested in the 
cleansing of the earth from sin by a flood of water that covered it, so man 
must submit to a like cleansing from' his sins that the Spirit of God may 
abide with him—be his companion and comforter. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 675 


We may now ask what is the province of this Spirit while dwelling with 
man. Jesus said it should not only be a comforter to those who had it 
while he was absent from them, but it should do to them as he had done 
—should take the things of God and show unto them—bring all things to 
their remembrance of which he had spoken to them, and show them things 
to come—what things—why !—whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name it shall be done unto you. The gifts and blessings secured to those 
who had this comforter were dreams, visions and manifestations, by which 
they might learn to know God and Jesus Christ whom He had sent. 

This promise was verified to the disciples, by being caught up to the 
third heavens, where was seen and heard things unlawful to be uttered 
after the return of the spirit to the body upon the earth; others had the 
visitation of angels with whom they conversed and learnec of the mysteries 
of Godliness, while others spake in tongues and prophesied, because of 
what the Spirit had shown to them. 

But we need not go to the ancient saints for verification of like facts and 
manifestations. Many in our day testify that like facts have been demon- 
strated in their experience—that while the body has been slumbering upon 
the bed, the spirit has traversed the regions of space and beheld the gran- 
deur of earth and heaven as in all their excellence they came forth from 
the hand of their Creator; that they have gazed upon the Redeemer in 
the Father's presence and glory, and know of a truth that all promises 
made by Jesus to His disciples may be realized even in our day. . 

That God has in His good pleasure and economy provided aS amply for 
man to obtain spiritual knowledge of Him while here in his mortal state 
of banishment, as he has to obtain knowledge of Him by that which is 
visible to the human eye, or perceptive faculties, is demonstrated by many 
living witnesses in our day as well as by those who have lived in days 
gone by. 

Facts thus established by both the living and the dead determine. man 
to be the child of God—that no earthly parent can be more interested for 
his own child than our Heavenly Father is for all Hischildren. This is in 
accord with the truth of another scriptural statement—“that the earthly 
is in likeness of the heavenly”—that the spiritual relation of man to his 
Father (God) is as real.as the earthly relation with which we are bound 
together in the brotherhood of man. 

Man, then, is indeed a child of God, and by obedience to the Father's 
command, given for the regulation of His great family, may and shall 
inherit of the Father's possessions of glory, immortality and eternal lives; 
to which end are all His words and all His works as declared by revelation 
to His servant Moses. 

Thus, man, in both his natural and spiritual life, may learn of his Father 
(God); whom to know aright is eternal life—the greatest gift of God to 
man. To fail to know Him is banishment from His presence—an ever- 
lasting punishment.—S. W. Ricnarps, in the Improvement Fra. 


Bgyonp ali doubt, the worst of our enemies are those which we b 
about in our own hearts.—THOLUCK. 
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QUIET CHATS. No. 3. 


THE CHARAOTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


Miss Binks. Good evening! Can I do anything for you. 

Mr. Wurtz. Well, I promised Mr. Binks, your father, I presume, that I 
would call and see him. 

Miss B. Oh you are ah White then; Father will be here almost 
immediately. 

Enter MR. B. My triend you are heartily welcome; Mrs. Binks, my 
daughter Lucy, my son John, my family I may say. 

Mr. W. I am pleased to see them, but how about that noise, you know! 

Mr. B. Time will tell Mr. White, familiarity brings freedom you know, 
and we indulge at home, if we are subdued before strangers. 

Mr. W. True enough; are you feeling any better as to our little 
encounters? 

Mr. B. Better! Why you surprise me, and yet, shall I say it, I have 
not only become interested myself, but I have interested my family; 
and they may be extra bashful before you for a time, for I have said you are 
a prodigy. 

Mr. W. Nonsense! I have only touched briefly on an item or two of 
what I believe should be the true glory of any man’s character, that is 
religion, that which includes some understanding of thimgs which reach be- 
yond this bustling, contentious, anxious world of ours. 

Mr. B. Well, my boy, now sixteen, seems to take an unusual interest in 
my repetition of your arguments, if [ have got them right, and my daugh- 
ter—shy though—listens intently, but probably thinks more, and then, as 
to Mrs. B., she was religiously brought up, and [ am afraid I have been a 
thorn in her side, though she is patience itself. 

Mr. W. That is a good beginning, and I see no reason why they should 
not sit with us and listen, even if they have no questions to ask. 

Ma. B. They will only be too glad, and then, like yours, home is all in 
all to them. I have been looking over the Old and New Testaments since 
our last “Chat,” and I have been struck by what that man Jesus said of 
Himself, probably as much so as by what the Prophets (as you eall them) 
said of him. 

Mr. W. I have never seen any reason for rejecting his own words or 
the words of the Prophets, they seem to harmonize, and as there could be 
no collusion something more than accident must account for their unity 
and accord; Jesus Christ must have been a necessity, to recall an idea 
approached in your argument. 

Mr. B. Well, he must have been a truthful man, or one of unbounded 
presumption, and yet His whole demeanor seems to be against the latter. 

Mr. W. Your allusion to the question put to Him by Pilate seems to 
come in handy right now, you remember the query, “What is Truth?” 
also that the querist waited for an answer. 

Me. B. Vea, but I had lost sight of that for the moment, and He it would 


seem missed a gd @pportunity for an — 
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Mr. W. If wisdom had not characterized the Savior we might so con- 
clude, but he had prior to that announced Himeelf as “the way, the Truth 
and the Life,” and appealing to His Father later, he invoked this blessing 
on his followers, “Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth,“ 
and John emphatically calls Jesus, “the word,” and tells that “the Word 
was God,“ and that that “was made flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth.” 

Mr. B. When we began our conversation, I reminded you that I had 
been reading what Jesus said of Himself, and I will take the liberty of 
repeating some of those things. 

Wa. W. I am fairly familiar with the life and words of the Savior, but 

I shal! listen pleasurably to you, because you evince interest and research. 
MIX. B. I was much struck with an early incident in His career where 
the lad had become separated from His parents on their return from Jeru- 
salem, His query was, “Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business?” Surely this was a premonition, a forecast beyond His years 
and almost unlike a growing boy, although He sat among “the Doctors both 
hearing them and asking them questions.” 

Mr. W. I thought you were going to refer to that later beautiful 
episode in the Temple, where being appointed to read, He opened to that 
eloquent prophetic utterance given by Isaiah many centuries before, “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor, he hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captive, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty theta that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
Having thus modestly yet decidedly assumed His Messianic character by 
— 2 the prediotion to Himself, He closed the book, and sat 

wh.” 

Mn. B. Ah, that would have nude a sublime subject for a gifted artist! 
It surely was the entering wedge against Pharisaism and the intolerance of 
fanatical zeal. 

Mr. W. You may say that, for His after discourse so aroused religious 
frenzy that they not only hurried Him out of the synagogue, but “they 
thrust him out of the city, and up to the brow of the bill on which the 
city was built; that they might cast him headlong down.” 

Mr. B. Yes, His life had a sad beginning, and an inglorious end as 
might be thought, but I am losing sight of my intention to quote His 
own estimate of Himself, either admitted or expressed; just listen to the 
following: 


Jesus Gives TesTIMONY oF HIMSELF. | 

Jéstis claimed before the Scribes that He did some things that they might know that 
the son of man hath power to forgive sins.” 

Jesus gave His twelve disciples “power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 
to heal all manner of sickness and disease.” 

Jesus said, ‘‘Whosover shall deny me before men, him will I deny before my father 
which is in Heaven. 

Jesus said, „He that reoeiveth you reosiveth me and he that receiveth me receiveth him 
that sent me.“ 
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Jesus said in the parable of the Judgment awarding the penalty of negleet, ‘‘ Inasmuch 
as ye did it not to one of the least of these ye did it not to me.” 

Jesus claimed to be the subject of the prophecy in Esaias, ‘‘ Behold my servant, whom 
T have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon 
him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not strive, nor cry; neither 
shall any man hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed shall he not break, and smok- 
ing flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory.” 

Jesus said tothe Pharisees, In this place is one greater than the Temple, for the 
Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath day.” 

Jesus said unto His disciples, ‘‘I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me.” 

Jesus said, Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck and he were drowned in the 
depths of the sea.” 

Jesus said,. All things are delivered unto me of my Father, and no man knoweth the 
Son but the Father; neither any man the Father save the Son and he to whomsvever the 
Son shall reveal Him.” | 

Jesus told the woman of Samaria when at the well that He was the Messiah, or the 
Christ which was to come.” 

Jesus said, The Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment what I should 
say and what I should speak.” 

Jesus again asked the Pharisees, ‘‘ What think ye of Christ, whose son is he?” they say, 
„the son of David,” He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him 
Lord? How is he his son?” 

Jesus said, ‘‘ Verily, Verily, 1 say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.” 

Jesus also said, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he hath seen the Father 
do, these also doeth the Son likewise.” 

Jesus said, For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God; for God giveth 
not the Spirit by measure unto him. The Father loveth the Son and hath given all things 
into his hand.” 

Jesus spake to His disciples, ‘‘Be not ye called Rabbi for one is your Master even 
Christ, and all ye are brethren. . . Neither be ye called Masters, for one is your 
Master, even Christ.” | 

Jesus, when taken before Caiaphas the high priest, was asked, Art thou the 
Christ, the son of the living God?” and Jesus said, “I am.” 

Jesus, when standing before Pontius Pilate, was asked saying, Art thou the King of 
the Jews? and Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.” 

Jesus said unto His eleven disciples at that appointed meeting on the mountain just 
prior to His ascension: All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth, Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you, and, lo I am with you alway even unto the end of the world.” 


Mr. W. Of course I have like another, “Known of all these things 
from my youth up,” though probably not so as to present them consecu- 
tively, and I am surprised at you. 

Mn. B. Surprised! Why I surprised myself; but then Mrs. B. was 
interested and aided me, and the boy wrote as I read out the expressions, 
and then to tell you the truth, it was a good deal of a job, for I have not 
read the record hardly since I went to school. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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SALT LAKE CITY'S ATTRACTIONS. 


It has: Three daily newspapers. 
Good markets for its products. 


An unexcelled free school system: 

Excellent railroad facilities in all directions. 

Seventy-five miles of modern street railway. 

The broadest streets of any city in America. 

A business record that she points to with pride. 

A water supply of the purest mountain streams. 

A population (board of health estimate) of 70,000. 

The fastest bicycle track that has ever been built. 

Fine church buildings of all the leading Christian sects. 

Famous hot springs, mineral baths and a big sanitarium. 

Fifteen hundred miles of telephone wires and 1,150, telephones. 

The best municipal and county building west of the Mississippi. 

Splendidly equipped hospitals for the care of the sick and injured. 

A large public library, numerous literary clubs and an art society. 

A glittering palace of salt—the most unique building in the world. 

Numerous public and private buildings of peculiar historic interest. 

A world renowned Tabernacle andjan almost equally famous organ. 

The lowest death rate of any of the large cities of the United States. 

A first class sewerage system and a successfully conducted sewer farm. 

A regular Church (“‘Mormon”) choir of more thau five hundred voices, 

Easy access to Saltair, the best bathing resort on the American continent. 

A magnificent view of the Wasatch and Oquirrh ranges of the Rocky mountain system. 

The great Mormon Temple which was forty years in building and which cost 
$3,467,118. 


Two and six-tenths miles of street paving and twenty-five miles of asphalt and stone 
sidewalks. 

Pure and limpid mountain streams that skirt its sidewalks and add variety and enchant- 
ment to ita innumerable attractions. 

A forest of shade and fruit_trees that almost hides the city from view during the summer 
months and furnishes both shade and sustenance to its fortunate inhabitants. 

Mines of gold and‘silver almost at her very doors, chief among which are the Mercur, 
and Golden Gate, and the great Ontario with its proud record of $15,000,000 in dividends. 

A mean temperature of 51.2 degrees; extreme highest temperature of 98 degrees, an 
even sero record for the lowest temperature and an average of 61 per cent of possible sun- 
shine. 


Ir you are getting lazy watch James. 

If your faith is below par read Paul. 

If you are impatient sit down quietly and have a talk with Job. 

If you are a little strong headed go and see Moses. 

If you are getting weak-kneed take a look at Elijah. 

lf there is no song in your heart listen to David. 

If you are getting sordid spend awhile with Isaiah. 

If you feel chilly get the beloved disciple to put his arm around you. 


˖˖ 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1899. 
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KEELING AGAIN. 


At the anti-Mormon lecture of Mr. George Keeling on Monday, October 
16, notice was given that he would speak on the same topic in the Mission 
Room, Potter Street, on Sunday the 22nd at 3 p.m. 

Elders McFarlane, Smith and Wootton of the Office in Liverpool were 
promptly on time at the appointed place and found a good-sized, respect- 
able audience in the hall. The meeting was presided over by George Wise, 
Esq., of anti-ritualistic fame. 7 

After singing and prayer Mr. Wise announced the Lecturer and requested 
him to make his talk sufficiently short to allow ten minutes for reply, as 
he recognized in the assembly some gentlemen who favored the opposite 
side of the question, and he should be pleased to hear from them. 

Mr. Keeling then spoke, but his efforts were far more feeble than on the 
former occasion, and there was more mildness in his charges, and much 
less of the spirit of defiance ahd challenge. 

At the close Elder A. Wootton accepted the invitation to reply, and 
although only few of the numerous reflections on “Mormon” doctrine 
could be answered in the ten minutes allotted, the sympathy and appre- 
ciation of the audience were exhibited by hearty applause. After the 
meeting was closed numbers flocked around the three elders to obtain 
tracts and to make further inquiries of the belief of the Latter-day Saints, 
and after their questions were answered many such expressions as the 
following were heard: “I have never heard anything from your people 
before, I should like to know more of you,” “I shall come to your meetings,” 
“T shall come to get some of your literature,” ‘This will put a new spirit 
in your work, and there will be more investigators.” “I have an uncle 
who is a Latter-day Saint in Utah.” “It isn’t to be expected that you 
could answer all the speaker's points in so short a time.” The crowd 
separated only when the janitor gave notice that he must close the hall. 

It is but just to say that no one could have shown more fairness and 
consideration than was extended to us by Mr. Wise; even the lecturer 
acknowledged privately that he knew nothing of his accusations from per- 
sonal experience, and there is no doubt, from his apparent desire for fairness, 
and his undoubted ability, were he to study both sides as he has the one, 
he would see things in a different light. 

We hope he will take time to look up his subject from the opposite 
standpoint, lest peradventure he be found bearing false witness against 
his neighbor, though ever so unconsciously. 


—— - - -- - — — D — — —— — - 
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We have no fear of results when we can have a, fair opportunity to 
present our faith and practices before as intelligent and fair minded an 
assembly as we found on that occasion. We have no desire to crowd our 
doctrines upon any people, nor to induce them to adopt our faith unless 
they are thoroughly convinced that it is the doctrine of Christ. In fact it 
is the duty of the Elders to refuse to administer the initiatory ordinances 
to any who are not fully converted. 

But we do desire to present our side of the controversy that men may 
judge without prejudice and with that calw, cool judgment that comes 
from a knowledge of both sides of the question and in the spirit of true 
Christian charity. aw 


THe Young Woman's Journal (number 10), Salt Lake City, fairly 
sparkles with its Editor’s winning commentary on memories and things 
associated with the late “International Council of Women.” Mrs. Susa 
Young Gates, the Editor, was one of the representatives from Utah in 
that gathering, and with open eyes, ready pen, and an appreciative dis- 
position she sifted through her own mentality the glowing scenes as well 
as the business aspects of that remarkable Congress, and her kalediscopic 


views will be appreciated by a great host of lovers and readers of the 
Journal. 


THe Woman's Exponent of Salt Lake City, edited, as is everywhere 
known, by Mrs. Emmeline B. Wells, has also given in extenso the impres- 
sions of the above Council. We enjoyed reading what Sister Wells said, 
for a little travel in her society told us how readily she absorbed the richer 
part of what she heard and saw, and she too can reproduce at will for the 
benefit of others the impressions and experiences of a changing life. 

We have always thought that the Tæponent could have been improved 
by making its form more in harmony with its contents, so securing for 
itself that permanency in literature which it fails to do as it is. Valuable 
as it is in its sphere we should like to see its influence extended into every 
home in Utah, and a fine circulation outside. Many years of anxious toil 
might, possibly, then receive its reward. N. 


Exper Lewis T. Cannon who accom panied his brother, Preston, across 
the ocean on his way home, writes under date of October 11 as follows: 


“Weare now going up the St. Lawrence River and expect to reach Quebec 
to-morrow. This is somewhat later than we were led to expect. Preston has 
stood the trip very well and has had none of those attacks since we left, 
instead he has had quite severe pain all the time which has probably in- 
creased somewhat the last day or two. Still he is able to get around all 
right and has a good appetite. The voyage with the exception of two 
rough days has been very pleasant. Preston was quite sick during those 
rough days, and couldn’t keep anything on his stomach. We have had 
two burials at sea—one a suicide and the other a child—both in the steerage. 
There also has been a good deal of sickness,” 


| 
| 
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ARRIVED.—Ever since the announcement that October 7th would give a 
special grand number of the Deseret News, we have been on the gui vive for 
its arrival. It cameon time with ite thirty-two pages of matter and many 
fine illustrations on superior paper, the whole being an object lesson of 
enterprise and resource, of literary ability and advertising patronage, of 
royal work and startling prophecy, such as did good to our eyes and heart. 
We have known and read the News for nearly fifty years, it has always been 
clean, reliable and in favor of TRUTH AND LIERTV.“ It has been fearless 
in its defence of the people of Utah; their progress, temporal and spiritual, 
has been its aim, and our heartiest wishes are for its continued usefulness 
and increasing influence in our glorious country. 


RECEIVED.—Some kindly and sympathetic band has forwarded to us two 
copies of the Rhos Herald, Wales, in which the sickness, death, funeral and 
final transportation of the remains of Elder Samuel T. Clark are rever- 
ently noticed. We respectfully tender our thanks on behalf of the breth- 
ren and Saints, and feel justified in saying that Elder Clark’s family in 
Utah will 9 receive this — tribute of remembrance. 

WE fully expected t to 8 in this . a synopsis of the General 
Conference in Salt Lake City, but for some unknown reason the Deseret 
News with the account of the first two days’ Conference failed to put in 
an appearance. We received the Vews of October 9, with a summary of 
the third day’s proceeding, and are anxiously awaiting the miasing numbers. 


Puzziine.—For the second time we have received from Pastor F. F. 
Hintze, tracts in Turkish, Arabic or other unknown tongue; they are of 
course tracts on the Gospel, but we have given up the effort to read, feel- 
ing that without a teacher, the whole “is as a book that is sealed,” and 
valuable to us only asa — — 

Goop Tnüxs.— President . * MoMorrin have had a good time in 
both Norwich and London, and are looking forward to Nottingham on the 
29th with pleasure born of — 5 


Tu Anchor 8.8. Glasgow on 10, 1899, with 
returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at New Vork on 
the 23rd inst., with all well. 


— 


CLERKS of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


RELEASES.—The following Elders have been honorably released to return 
home: Isaac J. Wardle of the Liverpool Conference, Joseph B. Daines of 
the Manchester Conference and James Mace of the Leeds Conference to 
sail on the s.s. Hthiopia from Glasgow, October 26; H. Edward Sutton and 
A. A. Gibbons to sail on the s.s. Anchoria, from Glasgow, November 9. 


— — — 
— .U:2!— —r—ðjʒ ᷓ— 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 683 


SHEFFIELD ConFrERENCE Noticz.—The Sheffield Semi-annual Conference 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints wil] be held in the 
Music Hall, Surrey Street, Sheffield, on Sunday, November 5, 1899. Meet- 
ings will commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


LONDON CONFERENCE. 


Tue Semi-annual Conference of the Latter-day Saints in London con- 
vened on Sunday, October 22, 1899. 

There were present of the presidency of the European Mission, Platte 
D. Lyman and James L. McMurrin. 

Meeting at 10 a.m. held in Hall, 36 Penton Street. 

After a few opening remarks by President J. R. Hindley, the following 
report of the labors of the Elders and Sisters for the past six months 
ending September 30 was read: Tracts distributed—from door to door, 
62,709; in open-air meetings, 42,075. Books—sold, 137; loaned, 290; given 
away, 246. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract, 18,375; by first invi- 
tation, 391; by re-invitation, 600. Gospel conversations, 3,083. Meetings 
held—hall, 225; cottage, 136; out-door, 383; Sunday school sessions, 43; 
Bible classes, 161; Priesthood meetings, 19; Relief Society, 20. Baptisms, 
25; confirmations, 25; ordinations, 7; children blessed, 10; emigrated, 8; 
died, 4; received, 1; removed, 5; New Subscribers for Star, 14. 

The names of the authorities of the Church and of the European Mis- 
sion were presented and all unanimously sustained. John R. Hindley was 
sustained as President of the London Conference, and the Traveling Elders 
and Lady Missionaries to labor in their respective fields as follows: 
Raymond Knight, Harrold P. Jennings, C. G. Berry, Le Ray Decker in 
North London; Job Hemsley and R. C. Traveller in Stratford; Geo. A. 
Fuller and Thos. W. Maxwell in Bedford; F. L. Layton and Joseph M. 
Reeder in Watford; James Purdy and W. H. Grimshaw in Dunstable; 
J. R. Squires and Jacob Robertson in St. Albans; Heber Swainston, Urson 
Day, J. C. White, Inez Knight and Clara Holbrook in Ashford; Owen T. 
Court, J. W. Simons, J. R. Stubbs and Lydia D. Alder in Sittingbourne; 
E. T. Shepherd, Simon Hibbard and F. G. Bateman in Brighton; E. J. 
Pay and Richard Carlisle in Canterbury; Robert Sherwood and Francis 
Bailey in Southampton. It was also agreed to sustain George Ellis as 

President of the North London Branch with Wm. G. Bruce as Counselor, 
and also all the Local Elders in the Conference. 

The meeting was addressed by R. C. Traveller, Raymond Knight, Lydia 
D. Alder, H. P. Jennings, H. Swainston and O. T. Court. 

Meeting at 2:30 p.m. was in Minor Hall, Clerkenwell Town Hall. The 
following speakers addressed the meeting: Le Ray Decker, Clara Hol- 
brook and President James L. McMurrin. 

At the above meetings the attendance was very satisfactory, and a 
pleasant and refreshing time was enjoyed. 

Meeting at 6:30 p.m. was held in the Large Hall (Council Chamber), 
Clerkenwell Town Hall, the speakers being Job Hemsley, [nes Knight and 
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President P. D. Lyman. At this meeting the hall was well filled many 
strangers being present, and all listened to the speakers with rapt atten- 
tion, a spirit of peace and unity being manifested. The addresses were 
delivered with great power, and the feeling was often expressed at the 
close, that it was the best conference experienced for many a year in 
London, and that it will bear fruit in the near future. 

On Monday morning the Brethren met at 36 Penton Street in Priesthood 
capacity and reported their labors, and expressed their feelings as to their 
respective districts, after which they received valuable instructions and 
advice from Presidents Lyman and McMurrin. 

In the evening, the Saints and friends met in a social capacity and 
enjoyed a few hours ia listening to singing and recitations. 

WX. G. Bruck, Clerk of Conference. 


A VAIN SEEKING. 


THE recent announcements by several men of science that they believe 
that they have sure proofs of the immortality of the soul may not be so 
important as they seem to the gentlemen who make them, but at least 
they are interesting. The proofs that are relied upon are chiefly commu- 
nications received through mediums, which are said to be so remarkable 
in the knowledge which they imply, that those who receive them are 
driven to conclude that they come from the spirits of persons who lately 
lived on earth. To the average observer spiritualism seems a labyrinth of 
frauds and mysteries, some deep, some shallow, wherein those who wander 
grope from delusion to delusion, and arrive nowhere. The cry is not so 
much that all spiritualism is false, as that whether false or not it is all 
unprofitable. That is the usual attitude the intelligent public has toward 
it, and it is based on observation which is wide if not profound. For 
though we hear of reputations damaged and lives apparently misdirected 
as a result of spiritualistic experiments, we rarely hear of persons whom 
spiritualism has helped. The quest seems trivial and disconcerting; not 
useful. 

Few of us think that spiritualism will ever prove the immortality of the 
soul to the satisfaction of the scientific mind. Still when Professor Hyslop, 
of Columbia University, declares that that very thing is about to be done, 
we are quite ready to give him our attention. We have heard before of 
Mrs. Piper, the Cambridge medium, who has been for ten or twelve yearsin 
the charge of the Psychical Research Society. We know that she is looked 
upon as a remarkable medium, and that the closest watching for years 
past has failed to detect her in deceit, It is through her Professor Hyslop 
says that the proofs which he finds satisfactory have come. They have 
come then by a notable and reputable route, and they are endorsed by an 
observer whose endorsement is probably as good as can be given, for Pro- 
fessor Hyslop is not only a man of high character but of a ripe experience 
in matters of this sort. Psychology is his speciality. He knows the tricks 
of commercial spiritualism, and has often detected and exposed them. It 
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is human to err, and it is entirely possible that his certainties may turn 
. Vague on exposure, and that his conclusions will not stand; but certainly 
his proofs deserve and will receive respectful inspection. 

But, of course, the question is not whether or not we are going to believe 
the soul immortal, but merely whether we shall consider these newly 
advertised proofs of it are worth anything. Most of us instinctively 
believe in a future life as it is, and will go on believing in it however new 
proofs may triumph or fail. We think there must be a future life. It is 
not improbable. What is grossly improbable is that there is none. The 
wonder is not that there should seem to be feeble glimmerings of inter- 
course between us who are still here and those who have gone before. The 
wonder is that it has proved to be so extraordinarily difficult to speak 
across a grave. Professor Hyslop has probability overwhelmingly with 
bim in his general contention. If we are not agitated by his promises and 
impatient to read his disclosures, it is because proofs of the sort he deals 
with have heretofore been inconclusive and disappointing. For some reason 
the life of earth seems to have been isolated. We scarcely even dream of 
what life may have preceded it, and though we do dream much about the 
life thet is to follow, we gather surprisingly little information about it.— 
Scribner's Magazine. 


— — — — 


FANATICISM AS A SOURCE OF CRIME. 


Tux results of an analysis of a series of legal actions involving prosecu- 
tion for crime supposably committed under the spell of fanatical religious 
beliefs serve to illustrate this point. Thus the Convulsionists, a sect exist- 
ing in Paris about 1760, were wont to crucify members of their order, in 
emulation of the crucifixion of Jesus, in the belief that the souls of the 
surviving members would be saved by the sacrifice of their fellows. In 
1817 the Päschelians, an Austrian sect, murdered a man, his wife, and 
their daughter, under the delusion that the trio, who refused to go with 
the fanatics, were possessed of the devil. On the following day they 
crucified one of their own number, a girl of eighteen years, who had 
offered herself for the death, in imitation of the death of Jesus, in order 
to save the souls of her fellow believers. In 1823 the leader of a Pietistic 
circle in Switzerland, after having despatched her sister, who gave her 
life as a means of saving the souls of her relatives, was crucified by her 
followers at her own command, in order that she might die, rise again 
after three days, and restore to life the sister whom she had slain. 
In 1865 two mothers, adherents of the “Holy Men,” slew their sick 
children, believing them to be victims of demouiacal possession. In 
1675 a Hungarian miller, belonging to the “Nazarenes,” killed his son 
as an offering for bis own sins, after the fashion of Abraham. In 1870, 
in Irkutsch, Russia, one of the “Schismatics” convinced himself by 
prayer and fasting and much. Scripture-reading that to save his soul he 
must be crucified. Accordingly he attempted self-crucifixion, and sueceeded 
so far as the circumstances of the case would permit. In 1830, in the 
government of Perm, Rusgia, a peasant killed his child as an offering for 
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sin, and buried the body in an ant-hill. Likewise, in the government of 
Vladimir, another peasant killed both his children in due Abrahamic form, 
and while the babies bled under the father’s knife, the devout mother 
celebrated the service by reading aloud selected portions of the twenty- 
second chapter of Genesis. In 1854, in the government of Tamboff, Rus- 
sia, a peasant, convinced that to save his soul a man must have asin to 
repent of, killed a neighbor with an axe in order to satisfy this highly 
imperative condition. 

It is a part of the creed of the Wanderers,” a Russian sect, that Anti- 
christ rules in high places there, and that, accordingly, good men must 
have naught to do with governmental affairs of any sort. In conformity 
with this belief, a man murdered, in various ingenious ways, twenty-five 
men, women and children, including his own wife and babes, in order to 
free them from the danger of losing their souls by suffering the contamin- 
ating contact of the government census-taker. This occurred in 1897. 
The “Deniers,” another quite interesting Russian sect, believe that evil 
taints all earthly good, and that the only escape is death. In 1825 sixty 
of these men, strong in the faith, after having murdered their wives and 
children, permitted themselves to be put to death, one by one, by their 
leader. The “Scourgers,” who also form a widespread and influential sect 
in Russia, in obedience to the behest of their “saviors” are in the habit of 
indulging in human sacrifice, cannibalistic feasts, erotic dances, and other 
lewd procedures as an extremely efficacious method of keeping the hand 
of evil off their immortal souls. So the “Muckers” of Königsberg and 
the celebrants of the Black Mass in Paris afford further examples of the 
use of a ritual of erotism, coupled with a practice of the most abandoned 
and obscene behavior, to promote the eternal welfare of the soul. 

A fitting conclusion to this series of instances cited in proof of the 
thesis that fanaticism may become a source of criwe is afforded by the 
account of the notorious “Skopzi.” A belief in the practice of castration 
as a necessary means of saving the soul is a cardinal tenet of their faith. 
The diabolical cunning and ingenuity displayed by them in accomplishing, 
with or without the victim’s consent, this maiming operation upon young 
and old alike make them at once the most daugerous and the most despic- 
able of criminals.—Dr. Aucust LOEWENSTEIN, in the American Journal of 
Sociology. 


CONFUCIANISM AND CHRISTIANITY. 


ConFUCIUS was a remarkable man, and his influence in China has been 
extraordinary and long continued. He was born 551 B.o. Many of his 
descendants are living, and, in recognition of his great teaching work, 
they are accorded peculiar privileges. To attain to office in China, a man 
must study and stand strict examinations in his works. Competitive 
examinations and civil service reform prevailed there long before they 
were agitated here. The writings of the great sage deal with moral prin- 
ciples which he thought would ensure happiness and promote the. pros- 
perity of his country. Family affection and duty lay at the basis of them. . 
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Filial piety, veneration for learning, love of order, conservatism are their 
great principles. 

But Confucius taught nothing of what we mean by religion. He had 
no idea of a personal God, or of a supernatural world, or of individual 
immortality. Whatever worship he taught was of “some sacred, mysteri- 
ous, unknown power, above and behind all visible things.” He is, however, 
himself the subject of worship in China. Nearly seventeen hundred 
temples have been erected to him. There are two annual festivals to his 
memory, on which seventy thousand animals are sacrificed and twenty- 
seven thousand pieces of silk burned on his altars. 

And yet, though his teachings were so pure and exalted, and his influ- 
ence is so great, it is asserted that the Chinese are guilty of “gross sen- 
suality, mendacity, and dishonesty.” “Slavery and concubinage exist, 
and the husband has absolute power over bis wife, even of life and death.” 
“Woman is the slave of man.” China is the land of the opium smoker 
and of infanticide. A Church of England missionary wrote some time 
ago: Romans 1 and Ephesians 4 apply fully to the Chinese. Their great 
idolatrous gatherings in the city, and especially in the country districts, 
are accompanied by wickedness of every kind. They are a much worse 
people than they look.” 

The differences between Christianity and Confucianism are great and 
far reaching. Dr. James Freeman Clarke, who was a very liberal-minded 
Christian, and looked for the good in all the religions of the world, and 
sought to harmonize them all, wrote: In comparing the system of Con- 
fucius with Christianity, it appears at once that Christianity differs from 
this system, as from most others, in its greater completeness. Jesus says 
to the Chinese philosopher, as He said to Jewish law, ‘J have not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil.’ He fulfils the Confucian reverence for the past by 
adding hope for the future; He fulfils its stability by progress, its faith 
in man with faith in God, its interest in this world with the expectation 
of another, its sense of time with that of eternity. Confucius aims at 
peace, order, outward prosperity, virtue and good morals. All this belongs 
also to Christianity, but Christianity adds a moral enthusiasm, a faith in 
the spiritual world, a hope of immortal life, a sense of the Fatherly pres- 
ence of God,” to which strict, orthodox Christians would add: a redemp- 
tion by the Son of God from sin and suffering. 

And because of this, while the influence of Confucius has been supreme 
and continued in China, it has been limited to that country, and China 
itself has had but little influence over the other nations of the world, 
while the influence of Jesus quickly spread beyond the little land of Judæa 
in which He lived, conquered nation after nation, and made the nations 
which it subdued the controlling powers of the world.—Christian Age. 


— — 


Fulle or Srokzs.— The Bible is the exhaustless book. It is said 
that a Swedish copper mine has been worked continuously for eight hun- 
dred years. The Bible has been delved in for a longer period than that by 
miners skillful with scholarly test and expository apparatus, and still 
yields rich stores of precious truth vnd promise. The closest students of 
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